
LICENSING & REGULATION COMMITTEE

6 June 2019
Attendance:

Councillors

Bentote (Chair)

Achwal
Clementson
Gemmell
Gordon-Smith

Green
Laming
Mather
Williams

Apologies for Absence: 

Councillors Cook and Fern

1.   APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2019/20 MUNICIPAL YEAR 

RESOLVED:

That Councillor Green be appointed as Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee for the 2019/20 Municipal Year.

2.   TO NOTE THE TIME OF FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED:

That the meetings of the Committee commence at 6.30pm in 
accordance with the published timetable of meetings for 2019/20, as set 
out on the agenda.

3.   MINUTES 

In response to questions, the Licensing Manager updated the meeting on the 
case of Mr Ferham Khan and the driver and vehicle that had been licensed by 
the City of Wolverhampton Council.  It was noted that both Wessex cars (and 
Wintax) had not renewed their operation with Wolverhampton following the 
conviction of Mr Khan.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the previous meeting of the Committee, held 
on 21 February 2019, be approved and adopted.



4.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no questions asked or statements made.

5.   REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING POLICY 
- PHASE ONE TIP TOP TAXIS (REPORT LR520 REFERS) 

The Committee considered the Report which reviewed the Statement of 
Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney and Private Hire Drivers, Vehicles and 
Operators.

In response to Member’s questions, the Licensing Manager and the Senior 
Licensing Officer who was the lead for the Tip Top Taxi project made comment 
and clarified the following:

The majority of Hackney Carriage Drivers had undertaken safeguarding training, 
which was classroom based and wide ranging in its content including, for 
example, raising awareness of human trafficking.  The possible future use of 
closed circuit television (CCTV) in cars remained under consideration.

In Section 1 – 1.1 the information to provide guidance on the licensing 
requirements in the Winchester City Council district were available to view on the 
Council’s website, or were signposted to be available elsewhere on-line.  If it was 
required, paper copies could be provided.  Information was not provided in a 
range of languages, and a good understanding of English was expected for 
drivers to communicate with clients.

Section 5.4 – the “M1” specification referred to the classification within the DVLA 
V5 registration document.  A Member suggested that Section 5.4 of the policy 
would also benefit from a sentence break being included.

Section 7.10 – A Member suggested that the wording of this section required 
further clarification in respect of the granting of a licence for one or five years.

Section 8.2 – the references to the European Union etc. would be reviewed 
following Brexit.

Section 11.3 – it was clarified that it was not automatic that penalty points were 
applied if a case was brought before the Licensing Sub Committee.

Penalty Points Table – Point 20 – it was not deemed necessary to carry a fire 
extinguisher and this approach had been confirmed following discussion with the 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service.  A warning triangle (as deemed 
compulsory in some foreign countries) was also not required as it was not in any 
advice or in the Highway Code.

On a general point it was requested that the Licensing Manager consider the 
layout of the Policy document, perhaps changing the font of the headings to add 
clarity to the document and to highlight the distinction between Hackney and 
Private Hire where relevant.



It was also suggested that the Working Party might consider renaming the Tip 
Top taxi project, with the title of the Taxi Service Improvement Project put 
forward as a suggestion.

RESOLVED:

1. That the amended version of the Statement of Licensing Policy 
with respect to Hackney and Private Hire Drivers, Vehicles and Private 
Hire Operators be approved for consultation with the hackney carriage 
and private hire trade.

2. That if no comments are received following consultation, the Policy 
is referred for consideration of adoption by Cabinet.

6.   MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE HELD ON 18 MARCH 2019 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 18 
March 2019 be received and noted (attached as Appendix A to the 
minutes).

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 7.15 pm

Chairman


